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English I Honors – Spring 2016 
Ms. Schneider  

lfschneider@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 
@MsSchneiderWF 

 
Welcome to English II Honors!  I am thrilled that YOU are joining us this fall. I am looking 
forward to an exciting semester of reading, writing, and getting to each other and ourselves better. 
This course will allow us to explore literature while also becoming stronger readers, writers, and 
thinkers and sharpening our written and verbal communication skills. I look forward to having 
some fun in the process as well!  
 
What To Expect 
 
 In this course we will study various genres of literature to practice sophisticated analysis, 
research, and communication skills. We will not simply read and write; rather, we will analyze, 
think critically, and reflect upon the power of words and how they have shaped the American 
mindset and its history while harnessing the power of words through our own written and verbal 
communication. By reading various novels, drama, poetry, and various other forms of writing, we 
will analyze and reflect on the importance of language and stories. We will use the arts to 
enhance our learning and understanding of the texts while creating an environment of creativity 
and innovation. Through writing about the texts we have read and our own experiences, we will 
sharpen our written communication skills to learn even more about literature, writing, and 
ourselves.  
 
 In order to facilitate this learning, possible texts include: The House on Mango Street, To 
Kill a Mockingbird, The Odyssey, and Romeo and Juliet along with various poems, speeches, 
short stories, and news articles. We will also study relevant music, art, television, debates, and 
pop culture to gain a better understanding of how people communicate as well as why our words 
– and their medium – matter.  
 

We will explore and consider what these expectations mean together. One of your first 
assignments in this class will be to write about what these expectations mean and how they apply 
to you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  Expectations  
 

In order for us to build a safe and enjoyable environment where we can all learn, I have five 
expectations for all my students and myself: 

 
1. Be Respectful 
2. Actively Participate  
3. Be Prepared  
4. Be Honest 
5. Always Do Your Best 
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How to be Successful in Our English I Honors Class 
 
 You are now in high school, which brings a wide variety of freedoms and responsibilities. 
I am here to help you be successful and provide you with a wide variety of resources to make that 
possible. However, YOU are responsible for your grades and your actions. Here are some helpful 
facts and tips as you take on this responsibility.  
 

• Come to class every day eager and prepared to learn. Put forth your best effort every day 
and on every assignment.  

• COMMUNICATE with Ms. Schneider! Let me know when you are struggling, if you 
know you will be absent, and how I can help you succeed.  

• Adhere to ALL policies explained in this document and West Forsyth’s policies and work 
to meet all expectations. 

• Come to tutoring! I will post my regular hours online and in the classroom. If these times 
don’t work for you, again, communicate this to Ms. Schneider so we can work together to 
set up a different time. 

• Be organized.  
 
In my classroom, we will also abide by all West Forsyth policies, which can be found in your 
West Forsyth handbook. Below you will find some particularly important policies:  
 
Cell Phones: Cell phones and other electronic devices should not be used unless otherwise 
explicitly instructed by Ms. Schneider.  You will be given one warning about your phone, if I 
have to tell you twice to put it away, I will send your phone to the office to be picked up at 
the end of the day. 

There will be times where you will be allowed to use your phone in class to enhance our 
course of study. Please do not give me a reason not to trust you with this privilege.  

 
Food / Drink: No food or sugary drinks may be consumed during class. 
 
Bathroom / Water: Please try to meet this need before class. However, in the case of the 
occasional emergency, you may ask for the hall pass during a transition in class that is not 
interrupting instruction. To receive the hall pass, you will need to place your cell phone in the 
hall pass basket so I know you are not leaving class to use your phone. You are expected to return 
to class promptly. If I notice you are going to the bathroom / water fountain excessively, the 
student and teacher will meet and create a “bathroom contract.”  
 
Bell-to-Bell: When the bell rings, students are expected to be quietly seated in their assigned 
seats and prepared for class.  In addition, students are not to pack up or line up at the door before 
the bell rings at the end of the class period. 
 
Homework: Homework is due at the beginning of class. No exceptions. If you try to finish 
homework in class, it will be considered both an incidence of academic dishonesty and a late 
assignment. 
 
The Honor Code: In our classroom, we will create an environment of personal and academic 
integrity. Our classroom is a special place where we should all be able to trust each other. This 
means that simply “not cheating” is not enough; we will ALL hold ourselves to a higher level of 
integrity in our actions and our speech. 
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West Forsyth HS Standards Regarding Personal and Academic Integrity 
 

Standard 1:  Honesty is a value that holds each person to the truth, to tell the truth, and to defend 
the truth.  Honesty is also being sincere, truthful, trustworthy, honorable, fair, genuine, and loyal. 
Standard 2:  Respect is showing consideration. Students should demonstrate respect for others 
and themselves. 
Standard 3:  Responsibility is the opportunity to choose your response and accept the 
consequences of your actions. 
 
Students will not engage in the following unacceptable behaviors: 

• Cheating - to act dishonestly or misrepresent your knowledge to gain advantage 
• Stealing -the intentional taking of any property without right or permission 
• Plagiarism - representing another's ideas or words as one's own 
• Aiding and Abetting Dishonesty - assisting someone to act dishonestly 
• Lying - intentional misrepresentation of any form 
• Acts of Harassment – including but not limited to bullying, teasing, intimidation, 

vandalism, etc. 
• Falsification of Records and Official Documents 
• Unauthorized Access to academic and administrative records, networks or 

systems 
 

Aligned with West Forsyth’s policy, here are some clarifications that apply in our classroom:  
 
1. ACKNOWLEDGE THE SOURCES THAT YOU USE WHEN COMPLETING 

ASSIGNMENTS:  If you do not acknowledge the work of others, you are implying that 
another person's work is your own, and such actions constitute plagiarism. Plagiarism is the 
theft of another's intellectual property, and plagiarism is a serious form of academic 
misconduct. If you are ever in doubt, err on the side of caution and acknowledge the source.  

2. DO NOT FABRICATE INFORMATION: Never make-up data, literature citations, or any 
other type of information that is used in an academic or scholarly assignment.  

3. DO NOT SUBMIT THE SAME WORK FOR CREDIT IN TWO COURSES: Submitting the 
work from one course to satisfy the requirements of a different course is not only violates the 
spirit of the assignment but is also putting other students in the course at a disadvantage. 

4. DO YOUR OWN WORK: When you turn in any assignment with only your name on it, 
then the work on that assignment should be yours and yours alone – this includes 
homework and classwork! It is YOUR responsibility to seek clarification on 
assignments, collaboration with others, study guides, group work, homework policies, 
etc. 

 
I will not tolerate any form of academic dishonesty under any circumstances.   

If you break any of the above policies, you will: 1) receive a 0 on the assignment and you will 
NOT be allowed to make-up the work or receive extra credit 2) be referred to the office for 
further disciplinary measures.   
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Late Work and Make- Up Work: Students are responsible for their own make-up work.  
When absent, students are expected to check the calendar on the class website or see me before or 
after class or via email to receive assignments they missed.  

If the first day you missed class was the day of a test/quiz, you are expected to make up 
that test/quiz the day you return. Likewise, any homework / assignment that was due on the first 
day you missed will be due immediately upon your return to school. 

I will accept late work; however, the maximum grade you can receive on a late 
assignment is a 50%.  

I will not accept late work or make-up work for 1rd quarter after October 22st at 4:00 p.m. 
I will not accept late work or make-up work for 2rd quarter after January 14st at 4:00 p.m.  

 
 Extra-Credit: I will provide opportunities for extra credit. Additionally, any time you 
correctly use a vocabulary word in another assignment (journals, papers, projects, etc.), you will 
receive 2 extra credit points on that assignment (up to 8 points per assignment). You must 
underline the vocabulary word to receive this extra credit.  

You may not complete extra credit assignments until you have completed ALL regularly 
assigned classwork (this includes homework).  

 
Tardies: Per West Forsyth policy, tardy students will not be admitted into class without a 

note or tardy slip.  
 
1 – 2 Tardies: After School Detention 
3 – 4 Tardies: Saturday School 
5 – 6 Tardies: In-School Suspension 
 

 
Grading 
Grade Breakdown:                                                                                 WSFCS Grading Scale:                            
Classwork/Participation– 20%                                                                  A: 90 - 100 
Homework – 20%                                                                                     B: 80 - 89 
Quizzes – 20%                                                                                          C: 70 - 79 
Projects / Tests – 40%                                                                              D: 60 - 69 
                                                                                                                  F: 50 - 59 
Additionally, per NC requirements, everyone will take the Common ENG III final, which will 
count for 20% of the final grade. Grades are averaged numerically. 

	  Tools You Will Need to Be Successful 
 
 By August 28th, I expect you to have the following:  

• Some type of planner/organizer (you are free to use whatever keeps you most organized) 
• 2-inch 3 Ring Binder for English class only 
• Dividers for Binder 
• Loose- leaf paper 
• 2 Spiral Notebooks  
• Pens, Pencils, and Highlighters 
• Ruled Index Cards  
• Post-it Notes (you may be creative with you style/color but be sure you can write a few 

sentences on each sticky note as we will use them to annotate our texts) 
• If you would like to donate tissues, disinfecting wipes, hand sanitizer, poster board, markers, 

or white board markers to our classroom, I would be endlessly appreciative.  
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Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s), 
 
The English Department at West Forsyth High School would like to have the option to use 
carefully selected movies this year to enhance and enrich the learning experience of your child.  
These movies can be used to appeal to the visual learner and to give students an opportunity to 
study another literary medium.  They will always be connected to the readings we are doing; 
moreover, critical viewing in an important component of our North Carolina Standard Course of 
Study.  As a courtesy to you and to facilitate clear communication, we have included a list of 
films that may be studied this year.  
 

• To Kill A Mockingbird 
• Romeo & Juliet (Luhrmann and Zeffirelli)  
• Percy Jackson and the Olympians 
 

 
Please help us provide this additional learning opportunity by signing below to ensure that your 
child has your permission to be present during the viewing of these films. Without your 
permission, your child will have to complete a separate assignment. If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lindsay Schneider 
English III Honors Teacher 
lfschneider@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 
 
 
Student’s Full Name: 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
(Check One) 
______ Yes, my child has permission to watch all of the above films in class. 
______ No, my child may not watch any films in class. 
______ My child may watch all of the films except the following (please list):  
 
 
 
 
Parent’s or Guardian’s signature: _____________________________________  
Date: ____________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students should return this page, (the movie permission slip and academic 
integrity contract/syllabus agreement) by Friday, January 28, 2016 for a 
homework grade. 
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I have read and understand Ms. Schneider’s expectations including the personal and 
academic integrity policies and am aware I (parent/guardian and student) can check 
PowerSchool for regular updates on student progress and grades. I am also aware I 
(parent/guardian and student) can email Ms. Schneider at lfschneider@wsfcs.k12.nc.us 

Student name (print) 

_______________________________________________________________  

Student signature 

__________________________________________________________________  

Student email address (print) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Parent / Guardian name (print) 

________________________________________________________________  

Parent / Guardian signature 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Relationship to student 

_______________________________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian email address (print) 

________________________________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian’s phone number (best number to contact; please note if number is 

work/home/cell number) 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

             

I (parent/guardian) would like to receive an email at the beginning of each unit detailing 
major assignments and test / quiz / project dates and an overview of the unit 

 
 
Students should return this page, (the movie permission slip and academic 
integrity contract/syllabus agreement) by Friday, January 28, 2016 for a 
homework grade 

	  


